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The Results of Delegated Authority 

(With Insights) 

 

Mark 5:1-20 (NKJV)  
1 
 Then they came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gadarenes.  

2 
 And when He had come out of the boat, immediately there met Him out of the 

tombs a man with an unclean spirit,  
3 
 who had his dwelling among the tombs; and no one could bind him, not even 

with chains,  
4 
 because he had often been bound with shackles and chains. And the chains had 

been pulled apart by him, and the shackles broken in pieces; neither could 

anyone tame him.  
5 
 And always, night and day, he was in the mountains and in the tombs, crying out 

and cutting himself with stones.  
6 
 When he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and worshiped Him.  

7 
 And he cried out with a loud voice and said, "What have I to do with You, Jesus, 

Son of the Most High God? I implore You by God that You do not torment me."  
8 
 For He said to him, "Come out of the man, unclean spirit!"  

9 
 Then He asked him, "What is your name?" And he answered, saying, "My name 

is Legion; for we are many."  
10 

 Also he begged Him earnestly that He would not send them out of the country.  
11 

 Now a large herd of swine was feeding there near the mountains.  
12 

 So all the demons begged Him, saying, "Send us to the swine, that we may enter 

them."  
13 

 And at once Jesus gave them permission. Then the unclean spirits went out and 

entered the swine (there were about two thousand); and the herd ran violently 

down the steep place into the sea, and drowned in the sea.  
14 

 So those who fed the swine fled, and they told it in the city and in the country. 

And they went out to see what it was that had happened.  
15 

 Then they came to Jesus, and saw the one who had been demon-possessed and 

had the legion, sitting and clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid.  
16 

 And those who saw it told them how it happened to him who had been demon-

possessed, and about the swine.  
17 

 Then they began to plead with Him to depart from their region.  
18 

 And when He got into the boat, he who had been demon-possessed begged Him 

that he might be with Him.  
19 

 However, Jesus did not permit him, but said to him, "Go home to your friends, 

and tell them what great things the Lord has done for you, and how He has had 

compassion on you."  
20 

 And he departed and began to proclaim in Decapolis all that Jesus had done for 

him; and all marveled.  
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Insights: 

 

1. Realize that demon possessed people have more physical strength or power 

than humans. (Verse 3-4) 

 

2. Demon possessed people have super human powers. (Verses 3-4) 

 

3. The results of delegated authority are in verse 15 “sitting and clothed and 

in his right mind” 

 

4. Jesus had compassion on the man. (Verse 19) 

 

5. Our focus should be upon the person (having compassion) not so much 

upon the demons.  

 

6. In other words be driven by compassion rather than casting out the demons. 

 

7. Jesus is interested in setting people free from bondage. 

 

8. Therefore believers need to use their delegated authority against the demons 

to control the strength or power of the people who are demon possessed. 

 

9. After Jesus used His authority over the demons the man went back to 

normal human functions. (In other words normal human strength) 

 

10. By controlling the demons we control the person. 

 

11. Greek definition for the word “Legion”: Strong's Number: <G3003> 
Original Word: λεγιών, legion Usage Notes: otherwise spelled legeon, "a 

legion," occurs in Matt. 26:53, of angels; in Mark 5:9, 15, and Luke 8: of 

demons. Among the Romans a "legiōn" was primarily a chosen (legō, "to 

choose") body of soldiers divided into ten cohorts, and numbering from 

4,200 to 6,000 men (Gk. speira, see BAND).In the time of our Lord it 

formed a complete army of infantry and cavalry, of upwards of 5,000 men. 

The "legions" were not brought into Judea till the outbreak of the Jewish war 

(A.D. 66), as they were previously employed in the frontier provinces of the 

Empire. Accordingly in its NT use the word has its other and more general 

significance "of a large number." 

Vine's Expository Dictionary of Old Testament and New Testament Words. 


